annKing is not germane to the story, why show itr It u is germane, portray it, but do so with the awareness that the people we create become role models."
Such voluntary efforts also have a place in the advertising industry. An example is the Code of Advertising Standards developed by the Wine Institute, a trade association of 460 California vintners. The code emphasizes promoting wine responsibly, educating consumers about wine's heritage and moderate use, and participating in projects to reduce the misuse of alcohol. Specific parts of the code prohibit the use of athletes or celebrities attractive to young people, bar any suggestion of intoxication or drinking and driving, and discourage any association of wine with rites of passage.
All of the Wine Institute's 460 members, representing 95 percent of the California wine industry, voluntarily subscribe to the code. Furthermore, the Wine Institute has asked the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to extend these provisions by law to all alcohol advertising.
Educational and Training Programs
The power of the mass media, so evident in the field of advertising, can also be turned to other purposes. In particular, the mass media are one of the best ways to convey health-related information about alcohol and the possible consequences of drinking. Such educational campaigns are often mentioned as part of a comprehensive program to prevent alcohol problems. Their potential strengths and weaknesses are the subject of the rest of this chapter.
Educational campaigns draw on the moral authority of the government or a respected private organization to try to persuade people to drink safely or appropriately. Generally, such programs have prestige and legitimacy in our society. However, even after decades of experience with educational campaigns, their effectiveness remains open to question. With some recent and notable exceptions, there is little hard evidence to show that past educational campaigns using the mass media have
had anv sionifirant pffprfv f-!nmp npnnlp cppm tn t->a\rnr\ Boat' that they should not have aif at all, concerned problems work best by combining edu-
